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1. The fifteenth meeting of the EEA Council took place in Luxembourg on 25 June 2001 under the Presidency of Ms. Anna LINDH, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden and President of the Council of the European Union. The meeting was attended by Members of the Council of the European Union, the responsible member of the Commission and members of Government of the EFTA States parties to the EEA Agreement.

2. The EEA Council noted that Foreign Ministers had a discussion on transatlantic relations as well as Russia (including the Northern dimension), within the framework of the political dialogue. 

3. Referring to the determination of the EU to accomplish the enlargement process in line with the roadmap endorsed at the Nice European Council, and the impact this would have on the EEA, the EEA Council underlined the common objective of having the accession of new members simultaneously to the EU and to the EEA, in order to maintain the homogeneity of the European Economic Area. The EEA Council recalled that enlargement of the European Economic Area is governed by Article 128 of the EEA Agreement, and emphasised the need to avoid legal gaps upon accession of new member states to the EU. The EEA Council called on the EEA Joint Committee to finalise the assessment of the situation. The EEA Council envisaged to continue the exchange of information between the EU and the EEA EFTA States on important issues in the enlargement negotiations and welcomed contributions of the EEA EFTA States to this process. The Presidency of the EU Council would continue to supply information on the enlargement of the EU as well as the Commission within the structures of the EEA Joint Committee.

4. The EEA Council welcomed the outcome of the Stockholm Summit, in particular the renewed commitment to complete the Internal Market, to advance work towards a knowledge-based society, to create more and better jobs, to modernize the European social model and to ensure sustainable development. The EEA Council expressed satisfaction with the contribution made by the EEA EFTA States to the preparation of the Stockholm Summit. The EEA Council underlined the mutual benefits of an enhanced exchange of information between EU and the EEA EFTA States in all areas of the Lisbon Strategy, which includes employment, economic reforms, research and innovation, social cohesion as well as sustainable development. In this context, the EEA Council would welcome contributions by the EEA EFTA States to the follow-up meeting in Barcelona and agreed to look into possibilities to include the EEA EFTA States more actively in the follow-up of the Lisbon strategy.

5. The EEA Council conducted a debate on the issue of environment and sustainable development and underlined the importance of this element in the follow-up action to the Stockholm and Gothenburg Summits, which for its relevant parts would be extended into the EEA.

6. Regarding the regular review of ongoing work in the EEA cooperation, the EEA Council noted the progress report presented by the President of the EEA Joint Committee and assessed the overall functioning and development to date of the EEA Agreement. 

      The EEA Council:

· welcomed the continued good functioning of the Agreement; 

· noted that the EEA Joint Committee had since the last meeting of the EEA Council, adopted 134 decisions incorporating into the EEA Agreement 364 Community legislative acts related to the various areas covered by the Agreement, notably the four freedoms and EU programmes;
· commended the Joint Committee for the measures to improve the efficiency of procedures as well as the transparency of the EEA Agreement, and encouraged it to continue efforts in order to maintain and enhance the homogeneity of the EEA;

· noted that, although progress had been made, a number of EU legislative acts in the food sector delayed in the scrutiny process had so far not been incorporated into the Agreement  and that, while progress had been achieved towards the implementation of the Directive on the Internal Market for natural gas also in EEA EFTA States, the Joint Committee decision remained to be adopted, thus affecting the homogeneity of the EEA in these two important areas;

· noted the continuing broad participation by the EEA EFTA States in the decision shaping process of EEA relevant EC legislation and EU programmes, within the sphere of the Commission, and expected that this will be maintained and enhanced in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Agreement; the importance of ensuring adequate EEA EFTA participation in the committees relevant for the good functioning of the Agreement was underlined;

· welcomed the involvement of EEA EFTA States from the outset in the work towards implementing the European Research Area and the preparation of the 6th Framework Programme;

· noted the continued cooperation in an increasing number of EU programmes and welcomed pragmatic solutions to ensure continuity in participation; the EEA Council recalled the importance of the timely establishment of the legal and the budgetary basis for the participation in these programmes, which should be expedited as much as possible by both sides;

· looked forward to the finalisation of Protocol 3 to the EEA Agreement concerning processed agricultural products and agreed that further liberalisation will take place; 

· recalled the encouragement to the parties to the Agreement to work towards further liberalisation of agricultural trade in accordance with Article 19 of the Agreement;

· noted that technical discussions to clarify certain matters under Protocol 9 on trade in fish and other marine products had been initiated in 1999 and that the examination of this issue would continue; the Council also noted that the issue regarding the application of the provisions in force on transit of fish will need to be cleared; 

· welcomed the progress towards a settlement of the dispute concerning the introduction of a heavy vehicle fee in Liechtenstein;

· recalled that the Community negotiates Mutual Recognition Agreements in relation to conformity assessment (MRAs) with third countries on the basis that the third countries concerned will conclude with the EEA EFTA States parallel Agreements and invited the Commission to raise these provisions with the third countries concerned, at present, Central and Eastern European countries, the US and Japan, in accordance with Protocol 12 to the EEA Agreement, bearing in mind the need to ensure homogeneity of the extended Single Market.

7. The EEA Council expressed satisfaction that Ministers responsible for the Internal Market and Consumer Affairs from the EU and the EEA EFTA States had met in Lund on 27-28 April 2001, and that Ministers of Culture from the EU and the EEA EFTA States had met in Falun on 20-22 May 2001 and noted that further meetings at the political level could be considered also in other areas covered by the Agreement.

8. The EEA Council welcomed the follow up of the Strategy for the Internal Market in the EEA structures with a view to the continued inclusion of the results of relevant Target Actions into the EEA Agreement and noted the aim of the EEA EFTA States to establish an Internal Market Action Plan.

9. The EEA Council referred to work in progress towards the setting up of European Authorities, Agencies or other fora assigned with specific tasks, that were also relevant for the EEA cooperation. 


In that context, the EEA Council:

· noted the continued engagement of the EEA EFTA States with regard to the establishment and functioning of the European Food Authority and stated that their involvement with that Authority was important for maintaining homogeneity across the EEA;

· reiterated that modalities be found for the participation of EEA EFTA States in the work to establish the European Aviation Safety Authority and the European Maritime Safety Authority; 

· welcomed the progress in finding a solution regarding the institutional  modalities for the participation of Iceland and Norway in the European Common Aviation Area.

10. Referring to the conclusions of the European Council in Helsinki, the EEA Council recalled that the Presidency of the EU Council had regularly provided information on the Intergovernmental Conference to the EEA EFTA States and that this would continue with regard to the post Nice process.

11. With appreciation for their continued useful and substantive contributions, the EEA Council noted the resolutions of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee concerning e-commerce and EEA legislation and EEA EFTA participation in EC programmes, as well as the resolutions by the EEA Consultative Committee on The European Social Agenda and The new knowledge-based society – eEurope.

* * *

